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Church
The New Hope Church of God
400 Hamilton Avenue
Trenton NJ 08609

Home Going Celebration of 
Bishop Dr. Selwyn E. C. Arnold Sr.

WAKE & MEMORIAL SERVICE
Friday, November 15, 2013
Viewing: 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Service: 7:00 pm - 10:00 pm

HOME GOING CELEBRATION
Saturday, November 16, 2013
Service: 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Interment:
Maplewood Cemetery
169 West Main Street
Freehold NJ 07728

Paul Bearers
Daniel Reilly
Shawn Hutchinson
Bishop Axel Goering
Craig Denton
Julien Brown
Leon Brown
Bishop Wayne Brown
Collin Elder
Patrick Elder
Ricky Diaz
Rev. Rajan Skaria
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Selwyn Edmund Cuthbert Arnold Sr. was born May 29, 1934 in the sunny town of 
Scarborough Tobago.  Born the last child of a family of eleven children, he was 
brought up in the strict traditions of the early Methodists. 

Following a deeper commitment to Christ and his belief in water baptism by 
immersion, he was led to seek this experience and later became a member of a 
young group of believers in Trinidad called the Christian General Assembly in 1953.  
He later received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit and was called to preach.  Their 
group joined the New Testament Church of God in 1955.  It was in Montrose, 
Trinidad where he answered the call and soon after began working in the Church. 
Selwyn had the distinct privilege of baptizing his father and siblings.  He officially 
began his ministry in 1955 throughout the islands of Trinidad and Tobago and 
pastored a church in Bossiere Village, Trinidad until 1958.

In 1958, Selwyn Arnold journeyed to England to pursue his studies to become a 
Medical doctor. When he was not studying or working he was actively working as 
an Elder of the Church.  It was there that his ideas and zeal in the ministry caught 
the attention of senior Ministers in the Church of God.

At a National Convention 1961 the then National Overseer, the late Dr. O. A. 
Lyseight observed a 27 year-old young man witnessing to other young people 
during each break. This observant and prayerful veteran focused his gaze on Elder 
S. E. Arnold of the Stoke Newington New Testament Church of God under the 
leadership of Reverend Clarence Marsh. 

In 1962, Selwyn married Muriel Joyce Scott. She became a perfect and outstanding 
partner for the lifetime of ministry. That same year, he became a Licensed Minister 
in the New Testament Church of God. 

Overseer Lyseight soon called S. E. in and offered him the position of merging the 
Youth and Sunday School Departments under one banner.  He was appointed as 
the first National Youth & Christian Education Director for England and Wales.  
The first National Youth Convention was held in 1963 when Rev. Arnold was 
heavily impressed to raise a special offering to start a Bible School.  Being obedient 
to this prompting, he raised £114 to start the New Testament Church of God bible 
school (NTCGBS). Among those of the first Youth Board were A. M. Scott, G. 
McFarlane, Maude Anderson, and Ivy Stephenson. The national theme was, “Co-
operation coupled with zeal will accomplish that which zeal alone cannot do.”  It 
was obvious that the new Director from Trinidad and Tobago had a vision for 
young people and children, and embarked upon training teachers and Youth 
presidents with material from the International Youth and C.E. Department in 
Cleveland, Tennessee.  During this time, he also served as Dean of Students of the 
Bible school. In 1964, he became an Ordained Bishop of the Church of God. 
Bishop Arnold continued to serve in the National Office, serving also as National 
Secretary/Treasurer until 1966. 

Eulogy of 
Bishop Dr. Selwyn E. C. Arnold Sr.



Selwyn and his wife Muriel Joyce were appointed to Ghana, W. Africa in 1966 as the first 
appointed Missionary Overseers by the Church of God. They served in this area for a total of  
8 years. During this time they organized 31 churches, built 12 
church buildings, and the Ghana Bible Institute where many 
students were trained to become pastors and teachers, and 
Church planters. Four of the students became National Overseers 
and some are now serving as missionaries in other African 
countries. By the direction of the Holy Spirit, they built a medical 
Clinic in Essienimpong, Ashanti which is still functioning today.

Bishop Arnold graduated from Lee College with Bachelors of Arts 
Summa Cum Laude and awarded  “Who Is Who in American 

Colleges & Universities”. He was also a graduate of the Church of God Theological 
Seminary in Cleveland, Tennessee upon completing his Masters in Divinity degree. 
He later received a Doctor of Ministry from the New York Theological Seminary.

In 1976, Selwyn and his wife Muriel Joyce were appointed to Nigeria as Missionary 
Overseers. They built a Medical Center, which was run by Dr. Muriel Arnold providing medical  
health services to the community, including maternity care. Dr. Arnold served as President of 
Full Gospel Church of God Bible College and the Principle of the Nigeria Theological 
Seminary. During his leadership, the Bible College received accreditation and was upgraded. 
One student s of the Bible School sponsored by the Women's Ministries became a missionary 
to the Cameroon. After 17 years of marriage, in 1979, S.E. and Muriel Joyce were blessed with 
their only child, Selwyn Arnold Jr. They served in Nigeria until 1983.

In 1984, S. E. and Muriel Joyce were appointed as the National Overseer of England and 
Wales, and his wife became the Director of Women's Ministries. Aspects of the churches were 
upgraded and structured. Senior citizens homes were built and Overstone College was 
accredited. Dr. Arnold served as President of Overstone College from 1984-1994.  In 1992, S.E. 
published his first book "From Skepticism to Hope" which is still being used in universities 
and colleges in several countries today.  The ministry took it’s toll on Bishop Arnold’s health; 
nonetheless, much was achieved and the love and support of the Church buoyed the Arnold’s 
into victory.

In 1994, the family emigrated to Bridgeport, CT among a loving and  kind congregation. 
They served 3 1/2 years as District Administrative Bishop, purchasing land for a new 
sanctuary and getting the plans approved by the city and upgrading and computerizing the 
offices. Under his leadership, he helped to unify the District in Connecticut.

In 1998, Bishop Arnold accepted the appointment to New Jersey as State Administrative 
Bishop. The State office was purchased at Matawan as well as a house for the Youth 
Director. Young people were encouraged to further their education as well as to surrender to the ministerial 
call. Pastors and congregations were built under his leadership and districts were expanded; 16 new churches 
were organized and 1,624 members were added.

After 8 1/2 years of service, Dr. Arnold accepted to serve as Missions Representative which lasted 2 years after 
which he was retired by Church of God World Missions. Dr. Arnold devoted his time and focus on Missions in 
his latter years. His wife, Dr. Muriel Joyce Arnold, continues to aid the work of ministry in different parts of 
Africa and continue to raise awareness in the Church of the urgency of building the Kingdom of God in 
anticipation of Christ’s return.

Dr Selwyn Arnold went to rest peacefully October 31, 2013 at Centrastate Medical Center in Freehold, New 
Jersey.

A loving, kind father, a God-fearing anointed leader, a good husband and friend, a prayer warrior, a champion 
for Africa, a visionary stalwart, a fighter for the right, a beacon and example of true commitment has gone 
ahead of us. We will meet at the Marriage Supper in the skies at the First Resurrection. 
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He has lived a lifetime of Godly service and touched thousands of lives across three continents of the world.  
He is resting in the arms of Jesus. Bishop Arnold is now able to say like Jesus, “I have finished all that God 
gave me to do”, and like Paul, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith. I 
now wait to receive a crown that the Lord will give me on that day.”

Greatly missed by his loving, caring wife Muriel Joyce, son and wife Selwyn Jr. and Michelle, brothers, 
Calvert and Tutil, sister, Enola, several nieces and nephews and other relatives, and all the lives he has 
touched all around the world.

Dr. Selwyn E. C Arnold, Sr. lives on in the life of his son and the many ministers he has taught and trained.  
His work also continues in the international missions he has supported.

We mourn our irreplaceable loss, but we rejoice that a general in Christendom and a giant of the faith has 
gone home to rest with the Lord.

Ministry and Career Highlights

1955 to 1958- Pastor, Port of Spain, Trinidad
1960-1966- Youth and C.E. Director of England and Wales from 
1962-1966- National Secretary/Treasurer of England and Wales 
1963- Founder of NTCGBS later known as Ebenezer Bible Institute (EBI)
1966-1974- Founder and President of Ghana Bible Institute
1966-1974- Administrative Bishop of Ghana, West Africa 
1976-1974   President of Full Gospel Church of God Bible College- Nigeria
1976-1983- Principle of the Nigeria Theological Seminary 
1976-1984- Administrative Bishop of Nigeria, West Africa
1984-1994- President of Overstone College (England)
1984-1994 Member European Council – Church of God, -Germany
1984-1994- Administrative Bishop of England and Wales
1994-1998 Pastor and District Overseer, Bridgeport Church of God
1996 -1998- MIP Coordinator – Southern New England
1998-2006- State Administrative Bishop of New Jersey
2002-2006  Board of Directors Church of God Theological Seminary
2006-2008- Missions Special Assignment Field Representative

EDUCATION
Lee University   B.A. Summa Cum. Laude                
Church of God Theological Seminary M.A.
N.Y. Theological Seminary D.Min.
 
MINISTERIAL
Began Ministry  1955
Date Licensed  1962
Date Ordained  1964

PUBLISHED WORKS
1985- Recorded first album "The Arnold's Sing Inspired- Vol. 1
1986 - Recorded second album “The Arnold’s Sing Inspired Vol. 2
1992 - Published his first book “From Scepticism to Hope”
2006 - Re-released his 2nd book “From Skepticism to Hope 2nd Edition”



Friday, November 15, 2013

Praise and Worship

Moderator: Bishop Dr. George Peart

Congregational Hymn: “Oh I Want to See Him”

Prayer: Bishop Donald Bolt 

Scripture Reading: 

John 5:24-29, 1Thessalonians 4:13-18 - Rev. Ann Marie Stephenson

Reflections (2 Min):

Bishop Terence Cain

Bishop Derek Webley

Dr. Ridley Usherwood

Selection: Asaph Music Ministry (Faith Gospel Tabernacle)

Tribute: Adlan Cruz

Reflections (2 Min):

Bishop Axel Goering

Bishop Cecil Mullings

Dr. Isaac Simon

Ghanaian Tribute- Ama Nyantekyi

Selection: Emmanuel Worship & Arts Choir (New Hope COG)

Reflections (2 Min):

Bishop Clive McBean

Bishop Daniel Anderson

Selection: Rev. Lenroy Dawkins

Speaker: Dr. Fedlyn Beason
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Saturday, November 16, 2013

Praise and Worship

Processional- led by Dr. Clinton Ryan

(Adlan Cruz)

Moderator: Dr. Eric A. Brown

Introit (Hymn of Praise)- “Heavens Jubilee”

Prayer: Bishop Steve Smith

Old Testament Reading 1: Psalms 90 - Rev. Joan Hayden

New Testament Reading 2: 1Corinthians 15:50-58 - Dr. Elaine Cameroon

Welcome: Dr. Philip Bonaparte

Expressions/Tributes (4 Minutes each)

Dr. Rudolph Parkinson, Dr. Trevor Grizzle, Bishop Felix Poyser, Dr. Curtis Grey

Musical Selection: Creswell Scott

Address:

Dr. Wallace Sibley (Executive Committee)

Dr. Tim Hill (World Missions)

Expression from the Family

Mr. Anthony Arnold & Dr. Jason Payne

Video Tribute: “Remembering Dr. Selwyn Arnold Sr.

Musical Selection: Tribute Choir- “My Help”

Musical Selection: Rev. Selwyn & Michelle Arnold

Eulogy: Rev. Selwyn Arnold Jr.

Sermon: Dr. W.A. Blair

Prayer of Comfort: Dr. Wayne Solomon

Congregational Hymn: I’ll Fly Away

Recessional

Committal: Dr. W. A. Blair, Dr. Wayne Solomon, Dr. Philip Bonaparte
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HEAVEN’S JUBILEE

Some glad morning we shall see, 
Jesus in the air
Coming after you and me
joy is ours to share
What rejoicing there will be
when the saints shall rise
Headed for that jubilee, 
yonder in the skies

Chorus
Oh what singing, 
oh what shouting
On that happy morning when we all 
shall rise
Oh what glory, Hallelujah
When we meet our blessed Savior in 
the skies

Seems that now I almost see, a
ll the sainted dead
Rising for that jubilee, 
that is just ahead
In the twinkling of an eye, 
changed with them to be
All the living saints to fly, to that 
jubilee.

Chorus

When with all that heavenly host, we 
begin to sing
Singing in the Holy Ghost, how the 
heavens will ring
Millions there will join the song, with  
them we shall be
Praising Christ through ages long, 
heaven's jubilee.

OH I WANT TO SEE HIM

As I journey through the land, singing 
as I go,
Pointing souls to Calvary—to the 
crimson flow,
Many arrows pierce my soul from 
without, within;
But my Lord leads me on, through 
Him I must win.

Refrain:
Oh, I want to see Him, look upon His 
face,
There to sing forever of His saving 
grace;
On the streets of glory let me lift my 
voice,
Cares all past, home at last, ever to 
rejoice.

When in service for my Lord dark may 
be the night,
But I’ll cling more close to Him, He 
will give me light;
Satan’s snares may vex my soul, turn 
my thoughts aside;
But my Lord goes ahead, leads 
whate’er betide.

Refrain

When in valleys low I look toward the 
mountain height,
And behold my Savior there, leading in  
the fight,
With a tender hand outstretched 
toward the valley low,
Guiding me, I can see, as I onward go.

Refrain

When before me billows rise from the 
mighty deep,
Then my Lord directs my bark; He 
doth safely keep,
And He leads me gently on through 
this world below;
He’s a real Friend to me, oh, I love 
Him so.

I’LL FLY AWAY

Some glad morning when this 
life is o'er, 
I'll fly away; 
To a home on God's celestial 
shore, 
I'll fly away

Chorus 
I'll fly away, fly away, Oh Glory 
I'll fly away; (in the morning) 
When I die, Hallelujah, by and 
by, 
I'll fly away

When the shadows of this life 
have gone, 
I'll fly away; 
Like a bird from prison bars has 
flown, 
I'll fly away  

Chorus 
I'll fly away, Oh Glory 
I'll fly away; (in the morning) 
When I die, Hallelujah, by and 
by, 
I'll fly away

Just a few more weary days and 
then, 
I'll fly away; 
To a land where joy shall never 
end, 
I'll fly away

Chorus
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NEW JERSEY CHURCH OF GOD  
STATE EXECUTIVE OFFICE 
147  Lower  Main  Street  *  Matawan,  NJ  07747 
Tel:  732.765.8080  *  Fax:  732.765.8088 

A. Steve  Smith 

Administra ve  Bishop 

 

A. Steve Smith 

Sincerely, 

 

________________ 

            A.  Steve  Smith 
Administra ve  Bishop 

 
 
 

November  5,  2013 
 
To  the  family  and  friends  of  Dr.  Selwyn  E.C.  Arnold: 
 
The  Pastors,  Ministers,  Members  and  Friends  of  the  Church  of  God  Garden  
State  have  lost  a  stalwart  soldier,  a  General  of  the  faith.  Dr.  Arnold’s  faithful  
leadership,  honorable  and  exemplary  service  as  Administrative  Bishop  of  
New  Jersey  extended  over  a  period  of  8  years,  1998-2006.                                              
During  his  tenure:   
 

Sixteen  new  churches  were  organized 
One  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty  four  members  added 
The  property  of  the  current  New  Jersey  State  office  was  purchased 

                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Over  the  past  year  I  have  been  blessed  with  the  privilege  of  visiting  Bishop  
Arnold.  On  October  31,  2013  Dr.  Arnold    joined  the  heavenly  ranks  and  
cloud  of  witnesses.  His  legacy  lives  on  through  his  numerous    accomplish-
ments  and  the  countless  sons  and  daughters  he  has  mentored  both  here  
and  abroad.   
 

On  behalf  of  the  Church  of  God  Garden  State    I  extend    deepest  sympathies    
to  Rev  Muriel  Arnold,  Selwyn  Jr,  Michelle,    family  members  and  friends.  We  
weep  not  as  them  who  have  no  hope,  but  rejoice  that  death  is  swallowed  up  
in  victory. 
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Bishop Dr. Selwyn Edmund Cuthbert Arnold Sr.
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Tribute from Dr. Trevor Grizzle

Today, earth's light has dimmed, its music jarred with a 
dissonant note. To use an imagery out of Africa, an 
elephant has fallen today and all the forest feels and 
knows it. The path you now travel may seem lonely (yet, 
paradoxically, hushed and holy), rugged, and seemingly 
interminable; dark clouds drape your horizon and the 
future seems shrouded in uncertainty. As you emote and 
your racing thoughts try to find solace and focus, may you 
experience God as your refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble. At this most difficult time, may God cradle 
you in his arms, dry your tears, quench the searing pain 
that courses through your soul like a blow torch, and put a 
rainbow in your sky. 

No greater privilege has ever been mine than to have had 
your dad for four years as overseer, mentor, model, and 
friend. 

The four years I spent as his understudy in Ghana were 
defining, shaping and setting me on trajectory that has 
brought me to my raison d'etre and purpose for life. I have 
drunk deep from his inexhaustible wells of wisdom, 
inspired by his life of winsome affability, and fired by his 
passion for God, service to people, and irrepressible love 
for preaching the gospel.

God has called home one of his 4-star generals. As trophy 
he carries with him a sword unsheathed from its scabbard 
and dripping with the blood of the enemy. That he will 
place at the feet of Jesus, and in exchange he will receive a 
victor's crown that shall never fade.

Be of good cheer. Let the hope of the resurrection be the 
pillow you rest your head on at night and the staff on 
which you rest during the day. Keep your eyes on the 
eastern sky and your ears for Gabriel's trumpet. Death for 
the Christian is not the final victor, but the final victim. A 
great day of reunion is coming. You and we all will see 
Bishop Dr. Arnold again.

Dr. Trevor Grizzle

Rev. Dr. Curtis Grey's message: 

Dr. Selwyn Arnold and I have been close friends and colleagues 
since we were young men. We served the Lord together in England 
for many years.

When I pastored in Leeds in the early 1960's, he often visited me 
and my late wife and ministered at the church. He was still 
unmarried and one day he said to me, "There are young men from 
other West Indies Islands who are interested in marrying young 
women from Jamaica. Do you think that is a good thing?" I 
answered, "If they are both saved, if it is God's will, and if they 
truly love each other, then yes, it is a good." Then he told me of his 
desire to marry Sister Joyce. He was cautious and tactful in that 
way.

He was always busy and had an effective ministry in England and 
Wales and was appointed by World Missions in 1966 to go to 
Ghana, West Africa, as the National Overseer. Thus Dr. and Sister 
Arnold were the first black missionaries sent to Africa by the 
Church of God. While serving in Ghana, they organized the Ch. of 
God, started a Bible school, and founded a clinic which is still 
operating today. In 1968, he invited me to be the guest speaker at 
the National Convention. In 1970 and 1972, he invited me again 
and we had powerful services which helped to strengthen and 
build up the church in Ghana. After the successful ministry in 
Ghana, he and Sister Arnold were appointed to Nigeria where the 
nation was still trying to settle down after the civil war (Biafran 
War). They had a difficult time in that war-torn country because 
they were in an area where the war had begun. The church was in 
confusion and scattered, but with hard work and prayer, they were 
able to bring the church back to order. While in Nigeria, they re-
established the Bible School and then started a medical clinic. 
Many of the older members and ministers in Nigeria still fondly 
remember Dr. and Sister Arnold.

My wife and I succeeded them in Nigeria when he was appointed 
to serve as National Overseer of England and Wales. (We, by God's  
grace, tried to carry on what they had begun in Nigeria.) After ten 
years as Overseer in England, they were transferred to the USA 
and appointed Overseer of New jersey.

A great servant of God who I considered my friend and brother, (I 
am one month older and we often joked that I was the "senior 
brother") has done his share of the work and has left us. Although 
his going home to heaven was expected since he was so ill, it was a 
shock and it hurts deeply. Yet we rejoice!! Because we KNOW he is 
at rest today. He is at home with our Father!!

"Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, 
saith the Spirit, that thy may rest from their labours; and their 
works do follow them." Rev. 14:13

So, sleep on, our beloved, we will see you in the morning. 

Dr. and Mrs. Curtis Grey
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An educator, preacher, teacher and 
a spiritual leader full of integrity. One 
who care and love people. What a 
legend, what a soldier and what legacy 
he has left behind. We love you well 
but Jesus love you best, good night and 
rest in peace. Pastor Fitz. Sterling

The answer to his calling to serve God was what brought Dr 
Arnold and his wife to Ghana in 1966. From them, i received 
the model of a good marriage.  His ministry brought joy to 
Christian living in the churches he planted. Among his legacy 
are a Bible school and a clinic. In their Santasi, Kumasi 
church there is a plaque honoring him for EXCELLENCE.  
Pastor Arnold was a world class missionary. After being 
transferred to Nigeria and back to Britain, I reunited with 
them on Good Friday of 1998 in Hightstown Church of God, 
New Jersey. He was the new Overseer. WOW!"Bishop, thank 
you for blessing our lives. We are better Christians because 
you came. Aseda".    Amma Nyantekyi

He touched many life. I am a living 
testimony of his labor. Very 
compassionate , loving, and friendly. 
He remained faithful unto death. He is 
gone but not forgotten, I will always 
remember him even though he will be 
missed.  Pastor Cyprian Nwodo

Bishop Arnold was an extremely thorough man 
who walked not just by sight but by Faith.  I will 
always remember the confidence with which he 
held the reigns of our Church Nationally, to the 
glory of God.  He held it with great passion for the 
body of Christ that was entrusted to him.  Bishop 
SE Arnold was not just my Boss but as time went 
on, he became my spiritual Father.

Jan Goode-Francis

My father and the NT Church of God were the ones who sent Dr. Arnold 
out on to the mission field in Africa, where he and his dear wife impacted 
so many lives as they did in so many other nations! As a young boy it was 
Dr Arnold who encouraged and inspired me to use my music to serve & 
honour God and His church. A general has left us. When I was a young 
teen, Dr Arnold and his wife took me to a conference in Germany and this 
single trip triggered a particular passion and my further travelling to 
another 100 countries years later! Therefore, It was then my honour 
many years later when they asked me to produce their first album. Now, 
a huge legacy has been passed on to Selwyn Arnold Jr. We now pray for 
comfort for dear Joyce and the family. Sad day for me! Dr Selwyn Arnold 
- R.I.P    Steve Thompson

Dearest Rev Joyce,Selwyn Jr and family, we are sorry to hear of the 
passing of Dr Selwyn Sr- a giant in the history of NTCG and the wider 
Pentecostal community .He championed the emphasis on social action 
and spiritual vision , which is captured in his book, From scepticism to 
Hope. Dr Arnold has left a legacy for us ! his insight, vision tenacity, 
courage and love of worship were haulmarks in his life that should not 
be forgotten . May Gods shalom embrace the family at this time.  
Bishop Carver L. Anderson

I have dear memories of many  sessions sitting in conversation with 
your father in his office in Overstone. He was a great man and mentor 
to me, with his gentleness and the way he approached people. I will 
always remember with great affection one time when I was alone with 
him and he asked me 3 times if I loved him, (as did Jesus ask of 
Peter), he them commissioned me to "feed my sheep". That remains 
with me as one of the greatest moments in my life. No audience, no 
crowd, just me, your father, and the Lord. I great man has gone to be 
with his maker. God bless you and your family. With great respect, 
Rev. Peter Potter

TRIBUTES 
FROM 

AROUND THE 
WORLD

Bishop, Dr. Selwyn Arnold served God; faithfully, enviably, and 
passionately with class & distinction in the many years he was in the 
ministry. In the brief time I got to know Him, I was truly impressed & 
amazed at the wealth & breath of insight this rear and widely traveled 
servant of God had. To be sure, this stalwart of a deeply committed man  
of God; was, is, & will always be a worthy, humble & extraordinarily 
vested example of what servanthood is. I was, I am, and will always be 
indebted to this now departed giant of the gospel. His counsel, advice, 

and friendship will be surely missed.    Joe Sigey

Europe & Africa
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In my years as a paralegal, it was my 
privilege to know Bishop Selwyn 
Arnold Sr. and his family. In this life, 
we meet people who impact the world 
in ways big and small. Bishop Arnold's 
impact was big and spanned three 
continents. Those who knew him and 
even those who didn't, but were 
touched by his work, were very 
fortunate.  Lois Elfman

I was privileged to serve alongside of 
Bishop Arnold as the State Youth 
Director in New Jersey from 
2001-2004. He modeled a godly life 
before me and my family. He served 
with great kindness the Church of God 
in NJ. My time under his leadership 
proves helpful to me even today. 
Al'Lora and I love the Arnold family. 
Bishop Arnold will be missed. Heaven 
is sweeter today.

Bishop Mark Leonhardt

I extend to you and Lady Joyce my 
deepest sympathy! Bishop and Lady 
Arnold are part of the fabric of my 
ministry. I will always honor and never  
forget this honorable gentleman. 
Thank you family for sharing your life, 
your faith and your love and your 
father with us! We honor his great 
legacy! Please be encouraged.  
Evangelist Joycelyn Barnett

Dr. Arnold was a great man of God with great insight 
and humility of spirit and a true ambassador for the 
kingdom of God. He was instrumental in helping me 
transition back into ministry in England after several 
years as a student in Germany, participated in my 
wedding ceremony and a source of encouragement when 
Diana and I considered moving to Cleveland for studies at 
the Pentecostal Theological Seminary. His legacy lives on 
and we are proud of his significant contribution to God's 
kingdom. Be encouraged and know you are in our 
thoughts and prayers.   Bishop Hugh Nelson.

Today I learned of the passing of a General of the faith, Dr. 
Selwyn Arnold, Sr. Dr. Arnold was the first Administrative 
Bishop with whom I had the distinct honor of serving, and he 
made a profound impact upon my life and ministry. Dr. 
Arnold was a premier statesman and gentleman, and 
exemplified classical pentecostal leadership. I will forever 
cherish the time we shared in the New Jersey Church of God 
State Office, and be grateful for the role he played in shaping 
who I am as a leader. 

I have fond memories of Dr. Arnold. He loved to go the 
Chinese buffet in Hazlet. I had not been in NJ long when he 
took me there for the first time. When we were in the buffet 
line, he noticed I was putting white rice on my plate. In his 
astute accent he looked at me and said, "Jeff, just because 
you're white doesn't mean you have to eat white rice." Then 
his signature smirk washed across his face, and we both broke 
out in laughter. 

We send our prayers and love to his precious wife, Dr. MJ 
Arnold, and Selwyn Jr. Beth and I love your family so much! 
Another soldier has gone home.
Bishop Jeff Wolf
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Today is a day that I will never forget. It is the day that my father passed 
from time into eternity. Words fail me as I find it hard to express the range 
of emotions I've been through these past two years. I will try to articulate it 
in this way:

My dad was my hero. He was my example, my mentor, my father, my 
friend, my teacher, my support, my road trip buddy and I love him dearly. 
He was my confidant, counselor, and so much more. As I write this I am 
painfully aware of all that I will be missing from him. I am also aware that I 
was blessed beyond measure to have my own personal "great man of God" 
in my life. I often look on in admiration as others pour their love and 
appreciation on him and I am humbled that I am not worthy to carry his 
name. 

I do carry his name. Selwyn. And I carry it with pride. I am full of joy, pride, 
sadness, admiration, love, pain and respect for him. I made a decision to lay  
Jr. aside and finally accept Selwyn. It means so much to me. Every time I 
hear it it will remind me of him and the example he has lived for us. 

I am not my father. I pray I can be a portion of who he is to me. Dad I love 
you deeply and I will miss you. There's so much I wanted to learn from you. 
I pray to learn them from the lives that you've touched all these years. 

You are a giant to me. 

I would like to say a special thank you to everyone for your overwhelming 
outpour of love, prayers and support for my family.  I look forward to 
reuniting with you all.  When we see each other let us embrace and 
remember him together. 

I love and miss you dearly Dad. Rest in happiness and complete joy. Mom, 
Michelle and I will see you soon. 

Selwyn Jr.
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‘I have always poured myself into every venture, 
recognizing the fact that it was a God appointed task.’ 

(Bishop Dr. S. E. Arnold Sr. 1992)

Philippians 1:21
For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain


